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Teacher's Note: As 

your student 

completes each lesson, 

choose skills from the 

Review Activities that 

he needs. The Review 

Activities follow each 

lesson. 

 

      

  
“Well,” said the cob, “I guess it’s no use. I guess you are 

dumb.” When he heard the word “dumb,” Louis felt like 

crying. The cob saw that he had hurt Louis’s feelings. “You 

misunderstand me, my son,” he said in a comforting voice. 

“You failed to understand my use of the word ‘dumb,’ which 

has two meanings. If I had called you a dumb cluck or a 

dumb bunny, that would have meant that I had a poor 

opinion of your intelligence. Actually, I think you are 

perhaps the brightest, smartest, most intelligent of all my 

cygnets. Words sometimes have two meanings; the word 

‘dumb’ is such a word. A person who can’t speak is called 

dumb. That simply means he can’t say anything. Do you 

understand?” 

 

 



 

        

The Trumpet of the Swan by E.B. White. Text © 1970 by 

E.B. White. Selection reprinted by permission of Harper 

Collins Publishers. 

1. a. Listen as your teacher reads the literature passage. Read 

the passage silently. Ask your teacher to help you with 

difficult words. When you are ready, read the passage out 

loud to your teacher. In your own words, tell your teacher 

what is happening in this passage. The retelling of an event is 

called narration. 

b. As your teacher reads the lines in bold print out loud, write 

them down. Compare your copy to the literature passage and 

make corrections. 

c. List four to six words that you should study for spelling 

this week, or use the following list of suggested words: 

heard, misunderstand, comforting, voice. 

The three most common ways of spelling the /er/ sound 

are er, ir, and ur. There is one more, ear. 

  

                 

Spelling Tip 

Words with a soft g 

sound preceded by a 

sh 
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Spelling Tip 

Some words like earth 

with an /er/ sound are 

spelling with ear. 

d. Copy these words, and underline ear. Say the words 

aloud as you write them. 

heard earl 

earth early 

earn pearl 

learn yearn 

e. In the literature passage Louis misunderstood because 

his father used a homonym. His father has given us a 

definition of homonyms, or words that sound the same, 

and are sometimes spelled the same but have two 

different meanings. Write the homonym that was used 

to write the two meanings. 

f. Use a dictionary to look up at least two meanings for 

these homonyms. 

1) sound 2) pitch 3) squash 4) pound 5) fly 6) duck 

2. a. Our literature passage provides part of an imagined 

conversation between a father swan (called a cob) and 

his son ( a cygnet). The cygnet, named Louis, has a 

problem. Talk with your teacher about the limitation 

that Louis has and what we called his problem. 

b. When writing conversation, or dialogue, quotation 

marks are placed around the actual words spoken or 

  

  

  

  

1. e. dumb- of poor 

intelligence; unable to 

speak. 

Teacher’s Note: Some 

grammar books refer to 

these as homographs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

f. Possible answers:  

1) something you can hear; 

normal state of being; a 

body of water  

2) to throw ; a black sticky 

substance  

3) a vegetable; to squeeze  

4) a unit of measure; 

animal shelter  

5) an insect; to move 

through the air 

6) a water bird; to lower 

the body 

2. a. A handicap - allow 

time for discussion. 

Answers will vary. 

 



thought. Refer to the Quotation Rules on page 98 when 

completing the following exercise. 
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Quotation Rules 

1. Begin quotations with a capital letter. 

2. If the quote comes before the person who spoke and tells 

something, place a comma after the quote, before the 

closing quotation mark. If the quote comes after the person 

who spoke and tells something, place the comma after the 

person who spoke, before the opening quotation mark.  

Ex: "You misunderstand me," said the cob.  

The cob said, "You misunderstand me." 

3. If the quote comes before the person who spoke and asks 

something, place the question mark after the quote, before 

the closing quotation mark. If the quote comes after the 

person who spoke and asks something, place the question 

mark after the quote, before the closing quotation mark.  

Ex: "Do you understand?" he asked. 

He asked, "Do you understand?" 

4. If the quote comes before the person who spoke and 

shows strong emotion, place the exclamation mark after the 

quote, before the closing quotation mark. If the quote 

comes after the person who spoke and asks something, 

place the exclamation mark after the quote, before the 

closing quotation mark.  

Ex: "Well!" said the cob. 

The cob said, "Well!" 

5. A quote separated by the person who spoke is called a 

split quotation. Begin the first part of a split quotation 

with a capital letter, and end with a comma. Begin the 

second part of a split quotation with a lower case letter. 

Enclose both parts of the split quotation with quotation 

marks.  

Ex: "Tomorrow," said the cob, "we will visit my friends." 
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2. c. Add punctuation and capitalization.  

1) sam asked when are we coming back 

2) where is louis asked mr beaver  

3) what will I do without a voice thought louis  

4) his father said its time for bed  

5) watch me said the mother swan and do everything I 

do  

6) call the police yelled the salesgirl  

7) some people talk said the cob but never listen 

2. 
c.1) Sam asked, "When are we 
coming back?"  
2) "Where is Louis?" asked Mr. 
Beaver.  
3) "What will I do without a 
voice?" thought Louis.  
4) His father said, "It's time for 
bed." 
5) "Watch me," said the mother 
swan, "and do everything I do." 
6) "Call the police!" yelled the 
salesgirl. 
7) "Some people talk," said the 
cob, "but never listen." 

  d. Together with your teacher, make a list of two or three 

possible problems that might be faced by a swan without 

a voice. What kind of problems might be faced by a 

person who can't speak? Make a list of four or five of the 

possible problems of a person who can't speak. Do you 

think a person who can't speak likes to be called dumb? 

Look up the word mute. Do you think they would prefer 

to be called mute? 

 
d. Answers will vary. 

  

  

 

3. a. Look at the sixth sentence in the second paragraph of the 

literature passage. Why is a comma used after 

brightest and smartest? 

3.  

a. A comma is used to separate 

two or more adjectives. 

  b. Adjectives like bright, smart, and intelligent can be 

described in degrees. If you compare two cygnets, you 

would say one cygnet is brighter than the other cygnet. 

This is called the comparative degree. If you compared 

three or more cygnets, you would say one cygnet was 

the brightest of all of them. This is called 

the superlative degree. 

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Complete the chart. 

  Positive Comparative Superlative 

Example: bright brighter brightest 

  smart     

  happy     

  sweet     

  dark     

  clean     

 

 

b. Comparative Superlative 

smarter smartest 
happier happiest  
sweeter sweetest  
darker darkest 
cleaner cleanest 
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c. The adjective below, intelligent, is different than the adjectives 

used in the chart on page 99. You do not say one person is 

intelligenter than another. It sounds awkward and doesn't make 

sense. Often, words of three or more syllables will form the 

comparative by using the word more; and form the superlative by 

using the word most. 

  

 

  d. Complete the chart. 

  Positive Comparative Superlative 

Example: intelligent more intelligent most intelligent 

  beautiful     

  magnificent     

  horrible     

  delightful     

  wonderful     

  

  

3. 
d. Comparative 
more beautiful  
more magnificent  
more horrible 
more delightful  
more wonderful 

Superlative 
most beautiful  
most magnificent  
most horrible 
most delightful  
most wonderful 

  e. Some words may be formed with -er and -est;  

or with more and most.  

Ex: lovely - lovelier - loveliest  

OR lovely - more lovely - most lovely 

However, do not use -er or -est with more or most.  

Ex: more lovelier; most loveliest - incorrect 

  

  f. Review your spelling words.   

4. a. Look at the first sentence in the literature passage. The first word 

in the sentence, well, shows emotion. This is called an 

interjection. 

  



List of Common Interjections  

well oh my 

oh dear wow  
 

Separate an interjection with a comma or an exclamation mark.  

Ex:  

Well, it's no use.  

Well, it's no use!  

Well! It's no use.  

(If you use an exclamation mark after the interjection, begin the 

next word with a capital letter.) 
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b. Rewrite the first sentence of the literature passage using an 

exclamation mark after the interjection. 

4. b. "Well!" said the cob. "I 

guess it's no use. I guess you 

are dumb." 

  c. Complete the sentences with interjections, and add punctuation 

and capitalization.  

1) wow I saw a swan nest with five eggs  

2) oh I have a present for you  

3) my look at the beautiful swan  

4) hey look over here  

5) well the boy did not laugh 

c.1) Wow! I saw a swan nest 

with five eggs. Or Wow, I saw 

a swan nest with five eggs!  

2) Oh, I have a present for 

you! Or Oh! I have a present 

for you.  

3) My, look at the beautiful 

swan! Or My! Look at the 

beautiful swan.  

4) Hey! Look over here. Or 

Hey, look over here!  

5) Well, the boy did not laugh! 

Or Well! The boy did not 

laugh. 

  d. Louis wrongly understood what his father meant. Look at the 

word misunderstand, and tell how you think the meaning of the 

word understand was changed to make the word misunderstand. 

Was something added? 

d. Yes, the letters mis. 

  e. A letter, or letters, added to the beginning of a word that 

changes its meaning is called a prefix. Specific prefixes 

change the meanings of words in specific ways. Prefixes are 

not always words by themselves, but usually make and 

additional syllable, or sound, when added to the base word. 

Think of it as a building. The base word is the original 

house. Prefixes are parts that are added to the front of the 

house that change the meaning, like a garage. 

The house is larger now, and can be 

used for more things. So, your 

original word can be used in new 

ways because of the prefix. The 

prefix mis- means wrongly. Look at 

the list of words and make new 

words by adding the prefix mis. 

spell           count           read           place 

e.  misspell 
     miscount 
     misread 
     misplace 

  f. Write sentences using each of your new words. f. Possible Answers:  

1) He will practice spelling 

words so he won't misspell 

them.  

2) You will get a wrong 

answer if you miscount.  

3) Look at the letters carefully 



  g. Optional: Take an oral or written spelling pretest. so you won't misread them.  

4) Did he misplace the map? 
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5. a. Listen as your teacher reads the literature passage for dictation. 

Do not write as it is read the first time. Just listen. Remember, 

writing from dictation is a skill you acquire with practice, like 

hitting a baseball. Your first attempts may not be too successful, 

but as you practice you will become better. 

 

  b. After you listen to the literature passage the second time, write 

what you have heard. When you have finished, compare your 

copy to the literature passage. 

  

  c. Optional: Take a spelling test.   

  d. Optional: Choose skills from the Review Activities on the next 

page. 

 

 


