
you want to play you’ll have to learn how.  A teacher
fingers and how to handle the bow, but you’re the one who has to practice.  You
probably start with simple tunes like “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star,” then go on to more 

’s how we learn to write: by learning the skills and practicing them.  By going 

started on that road.  To make the journey more interesting, we’ll pretend you’ve got a 
ob!  You’re going to work for a small

complex.  Besides this book, you’ll need a notebook or notebook paper and several 

We’ll start with little jobs like classified ads, picture captions, and “fillers.”  You will 

recipes.  When you become a “staff reporter” you’ll be ready to write news stories and 

But first things first.  Let’s meet the editor of our newspaper . . . .





ent kinds of “news.”  The larger the 

All these departments are included in our paper.  During the time you’ll be working 

–

“FOR SALE”
“HELP WANTED”



—that’s the easy part. 

“THIS KID SHOWS PROMISE,” EDITOR SAYS

Before joining the staff, you’ll have to fill out a job application.  There’s nothing to it; 

about your Social Security Number, and if you don’t have one, we can still put you to 
—that’s because we don’t pay anything!

FATHER’S NAME __________________________________________________________

MOTHER’S NAME __________________________



“Tour of the Newspaper” on p. 7):

riter’s Cramp



That’s why we encourage our writers to use their imaginations on assignments done “just 
for fun.”  Speaking of imagination—

Is it a good thing we don’t have to “apply” to be someone’s friend?



“Academy of Lagado,” a made

things.  To communicate, they carried sacks of “real things” on their backs 
had “conversations” by showing these objects to each other.

I’m glad this idea never caught on in the real world.

how they join up to make sentences.  That’s what the first two sections of 
this book are about.  We’ll start with nouns and verbs, the two most 





9.  You’ll see that almost all 

PlayStation, Texas, George Washington Binky
game, state, president teddy bear

The first two are done for you as an example.  When you are finished, write today’s date 
elow that reads, “ ”

bicycle holiday

Roget’s Thesaurus ______________

Sometimes nouns are difficult to recognize.  Remember the editor’s advice:

not a proper name can be used in a sentence with “a,” “an,” 
or “the” in front of it, the word is a noun.

a, an the , but we think of them as “noun 
markers,” because they only

also help us sort out what’s important to us
we’ve done.  You made several short lists on your job application—

Every word in the following lists should be a noun.  If you’re having a hard time thinking 



brainstorm with a friend or relative.  But don’t give up: ke

ne’s voice, etc.)

: Four things I don’t like to hear people say


